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CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 3773 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MAR, NZ 

SUBJECT: CIVILIAN OPERATION OF BAKER NUNN STATIONS 
REF: STATE 264607 

1. EMBOFF INFORMALLY DISCUSSED SUBSTANCE REFTEL WITH ALLAN 
DOYLE, ASSISTANT HEAD, MFA LEGAL DIVISION, DECEMBER 5. 

DOYLE SEES NO GNZ OBJECTIONS TO USE OF CIVILIAN PERSONNEL 
AT MT. JOHN. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT FULL CHANGE-OVER 

TO CONTRACTOR PERSONNEL COULD BRING INTO QUESTION THE VALIDITY OF 
PARTS OF BAKER-NUNN AGREEMENT AND MIGHT RESULT IN GNZ REQUEST 
TO RENEGOTIATE AGREEMENT. 

2. DOYLE DOUBTED THERE ARE ANY NEW ZEALAND FIRMS THAT 
WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO BID FOR A CONTRACT TO OPERATE 
MR. JOHN. CIVILIAN OPERATION OF THE STATION. HOWEVER, 

COULD RENEW INTEREST IN MIXED MANNING. 

3. DOYLE WILL BE DISCUSSING PROPOSAL WITH OTHER GNZ 
PERSONNEL (PARTICULARLY MFA DEFENSE DIVISION HEAD DAN 
RICHARDS) DURING NEXT WEEK-TEN DAYS AND WILL GIVE EMBASSY 
MORE DIFINITIVE STATEMENT OF GNZ NOSITION BY MID-DECEMBER. 

4. COMMENT. EMBASSY’S ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSED CIVILIAN 
MANNING OF MT. JOHN PARALLELS DOYLE'S. WE BELIEVE GNZ 
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PERSONNEL RUNNING STATION AND WOULD LIKE VERY MUCH TO 
INCLUDE NEW ZEALAND CIVILIANS. MANPOWER, HOWEVER, IS 
NOT AVAILABLE IN ANY GREAT QUANTITY. WITH REGARD 
TO MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU), EMBASSY 
BELIEVES GNZ WILL INSIST ON RIGHT TO TAKE JURISDICTION 
OVER ALL CIVILIANS INVOLVED IN CRIMINAL CASES. DIRECT 
HIRE PERSONNEL WOULD CONTINUE TO RECEIVE BENEFITS OUTLINED 
PARA 3 OF MOU, BUT CONTRACT PERSONNEL WOULD BE SUBJECT TO 
NEW ZEALAND CUSTOMS, INCOME TAX AND OTHER FINANCIAL 
REGULATIONS. 

KILT .GORE 
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